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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) An implantable access device comprising a porl for 
receiving and guiding a filament into an entry region of the implantable device, the port 
including: 

a plate for receiving a filament, the plate having opposing first and second ends; 

and 

at least two waits extending upwardly from, the plate so that corners are formed 
l?j£lwcy.n..thc plate and the wal ls, the walls each having opposing first and second edges, 
with the second edges defining an entry region for a filament at the second end of the 
plate, the first edges extending towards the first end oflhc plate, and a distance between 
the walls decreasing monotonically between the first and the second edges; of the walls. 

2. (Original) A device according to claim I . wherein a greatest distance between 
!hc walls is at least live times greater than a greatest height of the walls. 

3. (Original) A device according to claim 2, wherein a greatest distance between 
liic first and the second ends of the plate is at least five times greater than the greatest height of 
the walls. 

4. (Currently amended) A^evit-e-ueeof4ii*>^o-c-feiii^--l- AnJmj>lnntablo access 
device (X>mprisirm j.ux>rl for receiving and fitiidi nu a filament into an entry rcdo n of the 

i mp J an table device, the pott inohuJiijig;, 

a plate for receiving a OlamenLjh^ 
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and 

;it least two w alls e x lend inKlUMAIcUv from t he plate, the wall s each h a v j n y 
QnQQshl&Jlrst *md s^condj^t^s^^ defining an cnlrv region lor a ninmcnUij 

die second end of the plate, the first educs ext ending toward s the first end of ihe plate, and a 

dijil;^ 

t!]c„wail5. wherein the second end of the plate is pointed and Hie entry region between the walls 
corresponds with a lip of the second end furthest from the first end of the plate, 

5. (Original) A device according to claim 4, wherein the port includes a central 
longitudinal axis extending through the first and the second ends of the plate and the point of the 
second end of ihe plate is aligned with the axis. 

6. (Original) A device according to claim 1, wherein the walls of the port extend 
perpendicular from the plate. 

7. (Original) A device according to claim I , wherein the plate of the port is 
substantially flat. 

N . ( Cu r r en 1 1 y a i n ended) Advice a cc-(->r<+iiv^:o-ei;}-H>H- A n j.i n |il an Ui N^^eess 
device comprisi ng a port for .receiving and guidin g ;i L,fijainenl into ^ 
implantable device, the port including: 

a P late to r rccc i v inn, a filament, the plate having opposing ft rst and spcojuLejidsi 

an d 

at least two wa jlsj^xt^ plate, the walls each havinu 

OUBQ^UI^ i he s econd cd ucs dellinip^ an entry region for n. filameni a i 

lhe,se^ first edges cx tending towards the first end of the plate, and a 

distance betwee n the walls decrc asinu monotonicallv betwe en the, first and the s econd edues of 
ihsLwdls, wherein the at least two walls comprise end walls, the plate includes sides extending 
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between the ends of the plate, and the port further includes opposing side walls extending from 
the sides of the plate and between the ilrsi end of the plate and the end walls. 

9. ( Previously canceled) 

1 0. (Original) A device according to claim wherein a distance between the 
opposing side walls decreases monotonically belween the first end of the phuo and the end walls. 

1 1 . (Previously canceled) 

1 2. (Previously canceled) 

1 3. (Previously canceled) 

! 4. (Original) A device according to claim ] , wherein the port further includes at 
least one winy cxlending outwardly from the port and adapted to receive a fastener for fastening 
the port to tissue of a pat ient. 

1 5. (Original) A device according to claim 1 , further comprising a valve assembly 
disposed adjacent the entry region of the port, the valve assembly being normally closed and 
adapted to be opened by a filament guided through the entry region by the walls of the port. 

1 6. (Original) A device according to claim 1 , wherein the port is made from a 
material comprising at least one of titanium, stainless steel and ceramic. 

1 7. (Currently amended) An implantable access device comprising a port for 
receiving and guiding a filament into an entry region of The implantable device, ihe porl 
including: 

an uncovered strike plate for receiving a. filament, the plate having opposing first 
and second ends; and 

at least two walls extending upwardly from the plate so th at corners are formed 
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betwee n the plate and the walls, the walls shaped and positioned lo guide the filament 
moving between the first end and the second end of the plate towards an entry region 
defined between the walls and located substantially al due second end of the plate. 

1 8. (Original) A device according !o claim ] 7. wherein a greatest distance 
between the walls is at least five times greater than a greatest height ofthe walls. 

19. {Original) A device according to claim i 7, wherein a greatest distance 
between the first and the second ends ofthe plate is at least five times greater than a greatest 
height ofthe walls. 

20. (Previously canceled) 

21 . (Original) A. device according to claim 1 7, wherein the plale of t he port is 
substantially flat. 

22. (Original) A device according to claim I 7, wherein: 
tile al least two walls comprise end walls; 

the plate includes sides extending between the ends ofthe plate; and 
the port further includes opposing side wails extending from the sides ofthe plate 
and between the first end ofthe plate and the end walls, and wherein the side walls are 
shaped ajid positioned to guide the filament moving between the first end and the second 
end ofthe plate towards (he end walls. 

23. (Previously canceled) 

24. (Previously canceled) 

25. (Previously canceled) 

26. (Original) A device according to claim 1 7, wherein the port further includes 
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at least one wing extending outwardly from the port and adapted to receive a fastener for 
fastening the port lo tissue of a patient 

27. (Original) A device according to claim ] 7, further comprising a valve 
assembly disposed adjacent the entry region of the port., the valve assembly being normally 
closed and adapted lo be opened by a filament guided through the entry region by the walls of the 
port. 

28. (Original) A device according to claim I 7. wherein Hie port is: made from a 
material comprising at least one of titanium, stainless steel and a ceramic. 

20. (Currently amended) An implantable access device comprising: 

a port for receiving a filament and guiding the filament through an entry region of 

the port, wherein the port includes an imcovered.,js^ flat strike plate and at-teas-l 

one each of a greatest width and a greatest length of the uncovered strike plate of the port 

is at least five times greater than a height of the port; and 

a valve assembly disposed adjacent the entry region of the port, the valve 

assembly being normally closed and adapted to be opened by a filament guided along the 

uncovered strike plate and through the entry region of the port. 

30. (Currently amended) An implantable access device according to claim 29, 
wherein- the greates^^ 

ilvn-H-the4iei^-hH:^f fun her comprising wajjs ex^ from the strike plate such that 

corners are for med betwee n the vyallsj^ the port. 

3 1 . (Previously reinstated) A device according to claim wherein the side walls of 
the port extend perpendicular from the plate. 
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32. (Previously reinstated) A device according lo claim 8, wherein the port includes a 
control axis extending through the first and the second ends of the plate and the side walls 
include first portions extending from the llrsl end of the plate to second portions extending from 
(lie first portions to the end walls, and wherein the first portions extend outwardly a I an anylo 
with respect to the axis and The second portions extend inwardly at an angle with respect to the 
axis. 

33. (Previously reinstated) A device according to claim I , wherein the port further 
includes a cover extending over the walls. 

34. (Previously reinstated) A device according to churn 33. wherein the cover includes 
a slot aligned with the entry region between the wails. 

35. (Previously reinstated) A device according lo claim 17, wherein the walls of the 
port extend perpendicular from the plate, 

36. (Previously reinstated) A device according to claim 22, wherein the side walls of 
the port extend perpendicular from the plate. 

37. (Previously reinstated) A device according lo claim 17, wherein the port further 
includes a cover extending over the walls. 

38. (Previously reinstated) A device according to claim 37, wherein the cover includes 
a slot aligned with the entry region between the walls. 
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